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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Former USAID Assistant Administrator Ambassador Erin E. McKee Named CEO 
of Nova Ukraine  

Veteran diplomat and development leader brings her experience managing massive 
humanitarian operations to Ukraine-focused nonprofit  

PALO ALTO, CA, August 21, 2025 – Nova Ukraine, the leading Ukrainian-American 
humanitarian organization, today announced the appointment of Ambassador Erin E. 
McKee as Chief Executive Officer. McKee brings more than two decades of diplomatic 
and development experience, most recently serving as USAID's Assistant Administrator 
for Europe and Eurasia, where she led the agency's largest humanitarian response in 
history following Russia's re-invasion of Ukraine.  

During her tenure at USAID, McKee managed over $30 billion in support for Ukraine 
and the region, doubling her bureau's capacity in under two years while maintaining 
rigorous standards for accountability and impact. Her appointment comes at a critical 
juncture as Ukraine continues its fight for freedom and Nova Ukraine expands its 
mission from emergency response to long-term recovery and development.  

"I am deeply honored to join the extraordinary Nova Ukraine family at this pivotal 
moment," said Ambassador McKee. "Nova Ukraine represents a rare combination of 
grassroots passion and professional excellence that can bridge emergency response 
with sustainable empowerment. Nova Ukraine's mission focuses on supporting Ukraine 
and its people in building a strong, flourishing nation with an empowered civil society. To 
this end, my goal will be to forge this crisis into a catalyst for an enduring 
Ukraine-America partnership."  

McKee's diplomatic career spans multiple continents and a variety of complex 
environments. She previously served as U.S. Ambassador to Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu, and as Deputy Chief of Mission in Indonesia. Wherever 
she went, she has focused on building local capacity, forging authentic partnerships, 
and creating lasting impact in challenging geopolitical contexts. 



“Ambassador McKee’s proven track record of managing large-scale humanitarian 
operations and her deep understanding of Ukraine make her the ideal leader to guide 
our next chapter as CEO,” said Mikola (Nick) Bilogorskiy, Chairman of Nova Ukraine.  

Under McKee's leadership, Nova Ukraine will implement a strategic framework built on 
four integrated pillars:  

● HEAL: Humanitarian Response and Saving Lives, and Ensuring Long-term 
Health of the Nation  

● BUILD: Infrastructure and Economic Recovery  

● EMPOWER: Civil Society, Culture, Education and Social Mobility ● 

ADVOCATE: Policy Engagement and Awareness Building  

Founded in 2014, Nova Ukraine has delivered over $130 million dollars in humanitarian 
aid and services and has become a trusted bridge between Ukrainian needs and 
American support. The organization operates with teams in both the United States and 
Ukraine, maintaining deep community connections while scaling professional 
operations.  

In her initial period with Nova Ukraine, McKee plans to focus on stakeholder 
engagement and operational review, guided by what she describes as the ‘Festina 
Lente’ approach – advancing with both urgency and care to support the organization’s 
evolution.  

About Nova Ukraine  

Nova Ukraine is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to providing humanitarian 
aid and services to the people of Ukraine and raising awareness about Ukraine in the 
United States. Since 2014, the organization has served as a vital bridge between 
Ukrainian needs and American support, mobilizing resources for emergency response 
while building sustainable partnerships for long-term recovery. Learn more at 
novaukraine.org.  
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